SAINT JOHN'S

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2026 10 a.m.

576 Concord Rd. Glen Mills, PA 19342
Phone: 610-459-2994 SaintJohnsConcord.com

Founded 1702 - Celebrating 324 Years of Worship

The Rev. Jill M. LaRoche Wikel — Rector
The Rev. Terry Dinovo — Pastoral Care Chaplain
The Rev. Elizabeth Brickle — Deacon

Mission of Saint John’s:
To be a welcoming community committed to seeking, serving, and growing in Christ.

Episcopalians believe in a loving, liberating and life-giving God.
St John's welcomes all to our diverse, inclusive and affirming community.

How to Worship with Us — Welcome to Saint John’s, Concord! We hope you enjoy
worshipping with us. This bulletin contains our readings and page numbers to use our Book of
Common Prayer (smaller black book with gold cross). We use three hymnals: the red Hymnal 1982
(these hymns are noted with “Hymnal”), the black Lif? Every 1 vice and Sing (these hymns are @
designated by LEVAS), and the green Wonder, Love, and Praise (designated by WLP). Some of our service music
is printed on a separate card (see pew card). Please fill out one of the visitors’ cards in the pew or use the QR
code so that we can help you get to know Saint John’s. Restrooms are located in the building across the drive.

Holy Eucharist Rite 11
— GATHERING —
We prepare onr hearts for worship in quiet prayer, prelude and song. Kindly refrain from talking for this time.
Prelude Nun Danket Alle Gott Kaufmann
Processional Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth Hymnal 416

1 For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies,
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Christ our God, to thee we raise
this onr hymn of grateful praise.

2 For the beauty of each hour
of the day and of the night,

hill and vale, and tree and flower,

sun and moon, and stars of light, Refrain
3 Tor the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind’s delight,
tfor the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight, Refrain

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,

tor all gentle thoughts and mild, Refrain

5 TFor the Church which evermore
lifteth holy hands above,
offering up on every shore
thy pure sacrifice of love, Refrain

6 For each perfect gift of thine
to the world so freely given,
faith and hope and love divine,
peace on earth and joy in heaven, Refrain

For the beauty of the earth, #416 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917), alt. Music: Lucerna Laudoniae, David Evans (1874-1948).

By permission of Oxford University Press.

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant. Alleluial Christ is risen.
People: The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Song of Praise Blessed Be the Name
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2. Jesus is the 3. Worthy to be grand
name of the Lord! is the Lord!

Words: Psalm 72:19. Music: Campmeeting Melody; arr. Ralph E. Hudson, 1887.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant: O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Sunday School Ms. Margie Hatcher
Children process to Sunday School and will return in time to receive Communion.

— WORD OF GOD —

The First Lesson Acts 17:22-31
Lector: A reading from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, 1
found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath
and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted
the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets
have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. People: Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading Jubilate Deo Psalm 66:7-18

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 9 For you, O God, have proved us; *
make the voice of his praise to be you have tried us just as silver is tried.
heard;

10 You brought us into the snare; *
8 Who holds our souls in life, * you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

and will not allow our feet to slip. 11 You let enemies ride over our heads;

we went through fire and water; *
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but you brought us out into a place of 14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *

refreshment. and I will tell you what he has done for me.
12 I will enter your house with burnt- 15 I called out to him with my mouth, *
offerings and his praise was on my tongue.
and will pay you my vows, * 16 If I had found evil in my heart, *

which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I
was in trouble.

the Lord would not have heard me;

17 But in truth God has heard me; *

. _ he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts

with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my
prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

The Second Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22
Lector: A reading from the first letter of Peter.

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep
your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct
in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be
God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous
tor the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark,
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Lector:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Praise (Please stand in body or spirit) Sing twice Celtic Alleluia
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Words and Music: Fintan G'Carroll and Christopher Walker (p.1947) © 1985 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo,
Portland, QR 97213 [www.ocp.org]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
The Gospel John 14:15-21
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Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Deacon: Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the
wotld cannot receive, because it neither sees him not knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you.

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.”

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Repeat Gospel Song: Celtic Alleluia
The Sermon Rev. Jill LaRoche Wikel
Nicene Creed (Please stand in body or spirit) BCP p. 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People for Easter Season

Reader: Let us rejoice and be glad in this season of Christ’s resurrection.
Loving God, we praise you for the gift of the global church. Send the Spirit of the resurrection into
every heart, for Christ is risen: ~ People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: We praise you for the wondrous earth that you continuously create and for the myriad plants
and animals that show forth your glory. Show us how to care for your creation, for Christ is risen:
People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: We praise you for the opportunity to flourish as we go about our lives. And we pray for
everyone who suffers from gun violence, from prejudice and injustice, from oppression and
poverty. Bring an end to wars and tyrannical rule throughout the world, for Christ is risen:
People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: We praise you for the food that you provide and for the promise of an everlasting feast for
all peoples. Show us how to meet the needs of the hungry in our world, for Christ is risen:
People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: We praise you for those who dedicate themselves to caring for others in body, mind, and
soul. And we pray for those who are ill and those on our prayer list. Restore health throughout the
wortld, for Christ is risen: People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: We praise you for the presence of the risen Christ among us and for the witness of all who
have died in the faith, for Christ is risen: People: Christ is risen indeed.

Reader: In thanksgiving for the new life of the resurrection, we raise these prayers to you, trusting in
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. People: Amen.

Mother’s Day Prayer

Celebrant: We give thanks to God for the divine gift of motherhood in all its diverse forms. Let us pray
for all the mothers among us today; for our own mothers, those living and those who have passed
away; for the mothers who have loved us and for those who fell short of loving us fully. We pray for all
who hope to be mothers someday, for those who longed and yet never became mothers, for birth
mothers and those who gifted their children to adoption, and for those mothers who have lost
children. We pray for all women and men who have mothered in any way — those who have been our
substitute mothers and who have done so much for those in need. And we pray for Mother Earth that
bore us and provides us with our sustenance. We pray all this in the name of God, who is both our
Father and our great loving Mother. Awen.

The PEACE Ministers and the People may greet one another with waves and peace signs.
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Children return from Sunday School

Welcome & Announcements

Birthday/Anniversary Prayer (Prayer #51, BCP p. §30)

Watch over your child, O Lotd, as #heir days increase; bless and guide #hez wherever #hey may be. Strengthen
them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowtul; raise #henz up when zhey fall; and in their
heart may your peace which passes all understanding abide all the days of #e:r life; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Awen.

Offertory Choir Anthem Litany for Easter Gordon Young
Scan this OR Code for easy giving options:
— HOLY COMMUNION —
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer C BCP, p. 369
Please stand for the Eucharistic Prayer
Celebrant: 'The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.
Then the Celebrant continues BCP, p. 370

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People: Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant: At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People: By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant: From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust;
and we turned against one another.

People: Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant: Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to
open for us the way of freedom and peace.

People: By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant: And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them
your glory, in their unending hymn:

Communion Sanctus Hymnal S-125
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Music: From 4 Commaunin: Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937). Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, lne.

The Celebrant continues:

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ

our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me."

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People: We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

Celebrant:  1ord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the
presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for
renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may
worthily serve the world in his name.

People: Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Celebrant:  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom,

with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honort, glory, and worship, from generation to
generation. AMEN.

Celebrant: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

People and Celebrant:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, in Lent, we refrain from the glad shout of alleluia.

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

Fraction Anthem  (Please stand in body or spirit) Thank You, Lord (Sung twice) LEVAS 232
Thank you, Lord, thank you, Lord; Thank you Lord, I just want to thank you, Lord.

All are welcome to receive Holy Commmunion at God’s Table wherever you are on your journey to know God more fully.
We bave two Chalices: for dipping your wafer, please remain at the altar raily to sip wine, please visit the Chalicist at the
organ. We have gluten-free wafers for those that need them; please let the Priest know.

Healing Prayer will be offered in the Sacristy during Communion.

Communion Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Hymnal 490
1 I want to walk as a child of the light.

I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.

In him there is no darkness at all.

The night and the day are both alike.
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

2 1 want to see the brightness of God.
I want to look at Jesus.
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path,
and show me the way to the Father. Refrain

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.
I want to be with Jesus.
When we have run with patience the race,

we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain

I want to walk as a child of the light, #490 from The Hymnal 1982 — Words: Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934). Copyright © 1970, 1975, Celebration, Aliquippa, PA 15001.
All Rights Reserved. Used by permission. Music: Houston, Kathleen Thomerson (b. 1934).

Post Communion Prayer (Please stand in body or spirit) BCP, p. 366
All: Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
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that we are living members of the Body of your Son,

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen

— SENDING —
Blessing

Recessional Hymn Lead Me, Guide Me LEVAS 194
Lead me, guide me, along the way,
For if you lead me, I cannot stray
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee.
1 ead me, Obh Lord, lead me.

1 Iam weak and I need thy strength and power
To help me over my weakest hour;

Help me through the darkness thy face to see,
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. Refrain

2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness,
be my aid when satan and sin oppress;

I am putting all my trust in thee.
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. Refrain

3 Iam lostif you take your hand from me,
I am blind without thy light to see;
Lord, just always let me thy servant be.
Lead me, Oh Lotd, lead me. Refrain

Lead Me, Guide Me, #194 from Lift Every Voice and Sing II — Words: Doris M. Akers (b. 1922). Music: Doris M. AKers; arr. Richard Smallwood. Copyright © Doris Akers.
Copyright renewed, all rights controlled by Unichappell Music, Inc. (Rightsong Music Publisher). International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

Dismissal — The Deacon sends us into the mission field. Worship has ended; onr service to God and our neighbors begins.

Postlude Allegro Maestoso - Hornpipe Handel

Al seripture and prayers in the bulletin are printed with permission.
View FULL bulletin online at SaintJohnsConcord.com/Digital Bulletins

Service Participants
Celebrant: Rev. Jill LaRoche Wikel Deacon: Rev. Elizabeth Brickle
Guest Organist: Fred Astmann  Choir Director: Martin Hinkley
Usbhers: Glenn Wikel and Bob Sullivan
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Mary Alice Peeling  Lector: Tracey Payne
Unvested Lay Chalicist: Tracey Payne — Crucifer: Evan Willoughby
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Counters: Lydia Dell’Osa, David Dell’Osa & Nancy McKean  Coffee Hour Host: Sandy McKinley
Altar Guild: Tracey Payne & Sandy Johnson  Tech Tean: Bill Klingler & Alex Brickle

Parish Weekly Prayer List

Please Note: Please visit SaintfohnsConcord.com/prayet-requests for our prayer request policies.

Please keep the following people in your prayers
Mildred T. Jenna L. Daniel S. (Navy) George S. Rylin B. (Army) Eric B.  Debbie
Catl & Susan B. Remi S.(Navy) Moriah  Jim K. Jonah M. (Navy) Kiristin J.
Butch M.  Diane L. John F.  Carlin Family  Sal A. Bonnie S.  Ruthi S.
Family of Jean Renzi Krista C.  Nancy M.  Lynne B.  Bill B.

For the concerns on our hearts and for those who have no one to name them.

Birthdays: Brayden Diehl ~ AJ Huffman  Felicia Clapper Betty Lou Darley Lucy Wood Hope Diehl
Ruth Shuman  Garrett Stoops Matthew Winnick  Rew. Jill LaRoche Wikel — Barry Ersek

Anniversaries: Michele & Tony Fenza; Marti & John Keenan

Upcoming Events — Please join us!
Sunday, May 10 — Mother’s Day Plant Sale
Sunday, May 10 @ 11:15 AM — Green Team Meeting
Wednesday, May 13 @ 7 PM — Yoga Class
Thursday, May 14 @ 10 AM — Café; 10:30 AM Bible Study; 11:30 AM Healing Eucharist
Thursday, May 14 @ 6:30 PM - Compline Worship
Thursday, May 14 @ 7 PM — Vestry Meeting
Saturday, May 16 @ 8:30 AM — Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, May 16 @ 9 AM — Holy Hikers

Yoga Sessions
Free, weekly yoga sessions Weds. through May 20 at 7pm in the Upper Room. Bring a mat or beach towel.

Women of the Bible (Bible Study)
Dig deeper into the matriarchs of our faith. Meeting on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at 10:30.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale
The Green Team is sponsoring a Mother’s Day Sale, TODAY during coffee hour and after the services in
the parish hall. We will have houseplants, flowers, flower arrangements, vegetables, perennials, annuals,
succulents and some trees.

Holy Hikers: Saturday, May 16 @ 9 AM
Join us at Stroud Preserve 454 N Creek Rd, West Chester is our next Holy Hikers — all are welcome!
We'll hike the Yellow Loop which is about a 3 mile hike. Children and leashed pets welcome too!

Saint Johns at the Blue Rocks: Friday June 5 @ 6:30
Reserve your seat at the Wilmington Blue Rocks baseball game. Sitting behind home plate, tickets are only
$13 each. Fireworks follow the game and parking is free. See Tracey Payne between the services during
coffee hour to reserve your tickets.
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New Members Coffee Hour: Sunday, May 17 @ 9 AM
The Vestry invites all who are new(ish) members of Saint John's to a special Coffee Hour in your honor.
Please join us Sunday, May 17 at 9:00AM for fellowship, refreshments, and an opportunity to get to know
one another. We look forward to welcoming you and celebrating your presence in our parish family!

Graduate Information Needed

Please send any 2026 graduate information you have including a photo with their name, school they are
graduating from and future plans to the office (office@SaintJohnsConcord.com) by May 31. We will honor
our graduates in church on June 7.

May St. Mary’s Food Cupboard Collection
This month we are focusing on cleaning products like Windex, Cleaning Wipes, Laundry detergent,
dishwashing soap, etc. Drop your donation off at the Welcome Center. Thank youl

Let's Celebrate: 325th Anniversary
Help us plan how to celebrate Saint John's 325 years of being God's presence in Glen Mills.

Sunday, May 31st at 6:00PM in the Battin Room.

Summer Worship Schedule
Our Summer Worship schedule begins on Sunday, May 24 with ONE worship service (Rite II) at 9:30 AM

on Sunday mornings. This will continue through Sunday, September 13, 2026.
Coffee hour will be held after worship.

Arts & Crafts Showcase — Saturday, October 3 from 4 PM - 7 PM
Registration is now available if you would like to showcase an art work of yours. Pottery,
drawings, paintings, weavings, quilts, crocheting, photography, etc. — all ages are welcome to
display. Use the QR code to register.
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